This article reviews recent models of how the two hemispheres collaborate to facilitate efficient information processing. The strengths and weaknesses of behavioral techniques and structural and functional neuroimaging techniques are considered as they apply to these problems. The role of the corpus callosum as an equilibrator of activation between the two hemispheres is discussed and linked with its role as a dynamic modulator for the mobilization of hemispheric resources. Issues related to metacontrol and dynamic fluctuations in hemispheric control are also considered.
INTRODUCTION
This article is written in honor of M. Philip Bryden, who died suddenly this past summer while attending the Montreal Conference TENNET: Theoretical and Experimental Neuropsychology (Neuropsychologie Expérimen-tale et Théorique). At TENNET he was the discussant at a session devoted to interhemispheric interaction, the papers of which are published in this volume. Hence, this commentary on those papers serves not only to commemorate his role in that event, but also to celebrate his innumerable contributions to the field of interhemispheric interaction.
Variables that govern hemispheric dominance and interhemispheric interaction were very much on the mind of Dr. Bryden at the time of his death. One has only to look at the great number of research abstracts on this topic that were submitted from his laboratory to the International Neuropsychological Society that summer. For example, Asbjørnsen, Bryden, and Ofte (1997) studied voluntary and automatic shifts of attention toward a side of space, and Asbjørnsen and Bryden (1997) invented an Attention Shift Index. This Index computed the extent to which an individual's attention can be shifted by cues from one ear to the other during dichotic listening. The unique aspect
